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SUB J : RHODESIA: BRITISH MEETING WITH NKOMO 

REF: LONDON 19531 

1 . AS BRITISH WILL OR HAVE INFORMED YOU, MILES AND 
VARCOE MET WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, WITH NKOMO TO 
PROPOSE A MEETING OF THE PATRIOTIC FRONT WITH CARVER/ 

CHAND IN LONDON. THEY PRESENTED UK-US AGREED POINTS. 

NKOMO RECEIVED THE MESSAGE IN A BUSINESSLIKE WAY. 

HE READ TO MILES FROM A DRAFT LETTER WHICH HAD BEEN 
AGREED TO WITH MUGABE ZANU IN RESPONSE TO THE MALTA 
INVITATION, BUT HAS NEVER BEEN SENT. IN THE LETTER 

THE PF AGREES TO MEET ONLY IN ORDER TO CONCLUDE BINDING 
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AGREEMENTS ON TRANSITIONAL ARRANGEMENTS AND ALL MILITARY 
ISSUES. NKOMO SAID THE PF IS NOT PREPARED TO ATTEND 
ANY CONFERENCE SIMPLY TO EXCHANGE VIEWS OR TO CONVEY 
ITS VIEWS. 

2. THE BRITISH REPS ARGUED THE ADVANTAGES OF A FURTHER 
MEETING, TO WHICH NKOMO LISTENED AND REPLIED THAT HE 
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WOULD HAVE TO DISCUSS THE MATTER WITH MUGABE WHEN THEY 
MET THIS WEEKEND IN MAPUTO. IT WAS AGREED THAT A FORMAL 
LETTER WOULD BE SENT THEM STATING THE TERMS ON WHICH 
TALKS COULD BE CARRIED ON. MILES HAS ASKED FOR CLEARED 
LANGUAGE FOR A LETTER IN TIME TO DELIVER IT TO NKOMO 
BY DECEMBER 3. 

3. COMMENT: AS DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, NKOMO TRAVELED 

TO MAPUTO THE WEEK BEFORE LAST TO MEET WITH ZANU BUT 

MUGABE WAS OUT OF TOWN. HIS WILLINGNESS TO GO AGAIN 

AND CONSULT MUGABE ON THE ISSUE OF A MEETING WITH THE 

BRITISH- WHICH MUGABE ACCEPTED WHILE HE REJECTED-IS 

INDICATION THAT THE ZAPU LEADER IS MAKING A FAIRLY 

IMPORTANT EFFORT TO TRY TO REPAIR THE RECENT DIVISIONS 

BETWEEN ZANU AND ZAPU. HIS OWN POSITION HAS CLEARLY 

BEEN DAMAGED IN RECENT WEEKS. MUGABE'S ACCEPTANCE OF 

ELECTIONS BEFORE INDEPENDENCE CASTS NKOMO IN THE LIGHT OF 

THE MINORITY CANDIDATE WHO WAS THE ONLY ONE TO FEAR ELECTIONS. 

SMITH'S ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE INTERNAL OPTION FURTHER SHOOK 

NKOMO. HE MAY WELL TAKE ANOTHER LOOK AT THE OFFER TO NEGOTIATE 

WITH THE BRITISH. WHICH COULD APPEAR MORE ATTRACTIVE NOW. 

PARTICULARLY WITH SMITH SIMULTANEOUSLY ENGAGING IN NEGOTIATIONS 

WITH MUZOREWA AND SITHOLE. LOW 
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